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SCHOOL DAY TIMES 

 

8:25 a.m.  

 Entry Bell 

 

8:35-10:15 a.m. 

 Learning Block 

 

10:15-10:45 a.m. 

 Recess 

 

10:45 a.m.-12:25 p.m. 

 Learning Block 

 

12:25-1:25 p.m. 

 Lunch 

 

1:25-3:05 p.m. 

 Learning Block 

 

3:05 p.m.  

 Dismissal 

A Message from the Administrative Team 

Excitement surrounds us as we welcome in the start of a new school year! On 
behalf of the staff, we would like to welcome all new and returning students and 
families to Buttonville Public School for the 2017 – 2018 academic school year.  
 
At Buttonville, we are committed to creating and fostering a warm, caring and 
supportive educational environment for your child. Throughout the year, your 
child will be provided with many opportunities to grow intellectually, socially, 
emotionally and physically. As a collaborative team, we strongly believe in the 
value of a community school, where the school is an integral part of the       
community and serves the students and their families.  
 
The school administration, staff and parents at Buttonville will continue to work 
hard to develop a clear focus and shared values between the school and     
community. We welcome your input as we develop goals, set priorities and    
establish expectations aimed at enhancing student achievement.  
 
A tremendous amount of work goes into starting a new school year. We would 
like to thank the staff for their continued hard work and dedication to our        
students. Our teachers and support staff have been busy ordering materials, 
setting up their classrooms and preparing the curriculum delivery for our      
September start. We are ready for learning!  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us at the 
school. Early communication between home and school is an important step in 
making sure that your child gets off to a positive start to his/her educational 
year. 

 
 
Asha Rathod      Sean Yao 
Principal      Vice-Principal 

   

Information collected by schools on the student registration form and on the 

emergency form may be disclosed beyond the Board for: 

 School Council class lists for pizza lunch days 

 In case of an accident or witness to an accident, the student’s name and 

home address will be released to the Board’s insurer 

 The use of names, photographs, etc., used for displays in the school, 

newsletters and yearbooks. 

If you do not consent to the release of information for these purposes, please 

inform the Principal in writing. 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION, PROTECTION OF PRIVACY 
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On behalf of the Buttonville School Council we would like to welcome new and returning families to the 
2017/18 school year. Our council is made up of parent volunteers and our aim is to encourage and promote 
positive interaction within the school, the parent body, and the community at large. The success of our 
School Council is only as strong as the volunteers associated with it, and we would love for you to share your 
time by volunteering at a school activity. Whether it’s helping deliver lunches to the students at lunch time 
one day a month, or coming out at night & volunteering at many of our school functions.  With all our last year 
activities in addition to our Investment in Education Fund, we managed to raise enough money to purchase 
or fund the following items: various forms of technology for the school, basketball equipment including the 
installation and pavement painting, maker space in the library, math manipulatives, guided reading books, 
gym mats, Cosmo music mixer, social justice books, visits from The Lice Crew and finally contribution       
towards the Grade 8 Graduation. We have many school events already scheduled for this school year such 
as: our annual BBQ dinner during Curriculum Night the end of September (please don’t forget to fill out our 
online order form for this dinner from M&M Meats), lunch days from Extreme Pita, Mr. Sub, Mr. Greek, pasta 
from Mother’s Deli, and finally Mine Sushi plus a yoga presentation this fall. We look forward to seeing you at 
these future gatherings and hope you can help out if you are available. Please join us for our first School 
Council Meeting which will take place on Wednesday, September 27, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. in the school library 
where we will be electing our new School Council Executive Members. 

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION RECRUITMENT 

At Buttonville P.S., we are working with our students to develop growth mindsets! We want our    

students to know that mistakes are important in order for learning to take place.  

CURRICULUM CORNER 

Follow us on Twitter @ButtonvillePS to keep up to date with the learning that is       

happening at the school! 

As you may be aware, the York Region District School Board is currently recruiting for a Director of 

Education. The responsibility of selecting a Director is one of the most important tasks of the Board 

of Trustees. The Board of Trustees is seeking feedback from all stakeholders to inform the                

recruitment process and would like your input. Please see the letter from Board Chair Loralea     

Carruthers for more details. 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 

A MESSAGE FROM SCHOOL COUNCIL 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Director-of-Education-Selection-Process.aspx
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DROPPING OFF YOUR CHILD 

As we begin the 2017-2018 school year, I want to take this opportunity to 
welcome all of our new and returning students and families. This is an    
exciting time of year and I hope you are starting this new school year as 
trustees are - with optimism and a commitment to working together to   
continue advancing student achievement and well-being. 

 
An important part of that commitment is working together with staff     
members, families and communities to ensure our schools provide an     
environment that is safe, welcoming and inclusive. This takes on            
increasing importance given recent local and global events. We take pride 
in the diversity of our communities and will continue striving to uphold the 
values of equity and inclusivity in our system. 
 
Trustees have had a busy summer, welcoming our new Human Rights 
Commissioner and beginning the process for selecting a new Director of 
Education as we continue to move forward implementing the  Minister’s 
Directions. 

 
An important part of the director selection process includes collecting input 
from students, staff, families and community members - input that will be 
used to shape the job description, interview questions and more. I          
encourage everyone to share their thoughts through the survey available in 
September. We will continue to keep you updated as this work progresses. 

 
Our schools are stronger when we work in collaboration with families and 
communities. Partnerships with parents and families are essential to 
achieving the goals we have for our students, and I hope that you will find 
opportunities to get engaged with the school and your child’s learning this 
year. 
 
I wish you all the best for the upcoming school year. 

 

 
Sincerely, 

Billy Pang - Markham Wards 2, 3 and 6 

 

 

A Message From Our Trustee 

 

Parents are asked to drop off their children in the 
school’s Kiss and Ride, which is located directly 
north of the school), or in the east parking lot. The 
daycare parking lot at the north-west area of the 
school should only be used for daycare drop offs. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Newsroom/Pages/Events/York-Region-District-School-Board-appoints-Human-Rights-Commissioner.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Newsroom/Pages/Events/York-Region-District-School-Board-appoints-Human-Rights-Commissioner.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Director-of-Education-Selection-Process.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Director-of-Education-Selection-Process.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Ministers-Directions-to-the-YRDSB.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Ministers-Directions-to-the-YRDSB.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Director-of-Education-Selection-Process.aspx
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As part of our organization, we will have several straight grade classes and some combined grade 
classrooms. Combined classes group children from two consecutive grades (e.g., grades 1 and 2), 
into one classroom. We do this for many reasons that include organizing classes to meet school 
needs and combining grades to balance class size. For more information about combined         
classrooms visit www.edu.gov.on.ca.  
 
Please note that there may be changes prior to the end of September 2017 (class sizes will be     
reported to the Ministry of Education). We will keep you informed of any changes to your child’s 
class placement should the need arise.  
 
If you have any questions regarding the Primary Class Size Reduction strategy, please visit the   
Ministry of Education’s website at: www.edu.gov.on.ca and search for “Primary Class Size.” 

ONTARIO’S PRIMARY CLASS SIZE STRATEGY (COMBINED CLASSES) 

 SAFETY AWARENESS WEEK (September 25-29, 2017) 

One of the goals of Safety Awareness Week is to teach and to practice safety procedures for    
emergency situations. During Safety Awareness Week, students and staff will be participating in a 
fire evacuation drill and a lockdown drill.  

Here are some sites that have student-friendly information for younger students on safety: 
http://www.sparky.org/parentpage/fpwkids.htm 
http://elementarysafety.com/ 

This is a good time for parents to remind their children about pedestrian safety. York Regional Police 
has provided the following safety tips to help keep students safe on their way to and from school: 

 Always cross at intersections 

 Obey crossing guards 

 Stop before stepping into roadway 

 Look and listen for traffic in all directions 

 Make eye contact with drivers 

 Cross safely when the roadway is clear 

 Do not run or cycle across roads 

 If possible use the buddy system 

For more information, visit www.yrp.ca. 

 EDUCATION QUALITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY  OFFICE (EQAO) ASSESSMENT DATES 

EQAO has designated May 22 to June 4, 2018 as the period during which Primary and Junior    

Division Provincial Assessments are to occur. We would kindly ask parents and guardians of     

students in Grade 3 and Grade 6 to avoid booking any appointments or trips during this period.  If 

you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the office.  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca
http://www.sparky.org/parentpage/fpwkids.htm
http://elementarysafety.com/
http://www.yrp.ca/
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To best ensure the safety of students and staff members who may suffer from life-threatening food 

allergies, and to support the religious and cultural values of many of our families, we continue to ask 

that parents DO NOT send food to school to celebrate your child’s birthday.  For the reasons 

mentioned above, many students are unable to eat various foods and therefore, too often, food that 

arrives at school is unable to be shared.  If you do wish to send something to school on your child’s 

birthday, then please consider some alternatives to food.  Colourful and decorative pencils,   

erasers, book marks and stickers are always well received by children, as are small loot 

bags containing a few dollar store items. Alternatively, why not consider donating an age-

appropriate book to your child’s classroom library? Please feel free to contact the main office if you 

have questions about this practice. 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS AT BUTTONVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL  

INDOOR SHOES 
 

Please make sure your child has a pair of indoor shoes for school. With wet and 
slushy weather, outdoor shoes track in mud into the hallways and classrooms. If the 
students are able to change into indoor shoes when they are in the building it will   
contribute to a cleaner school environment for us all. 

NUT-FREE SCHOOL AND ANAPHYLAXIS 

Buttonville Public School is a nut-free school. We appreciate your support in working         
towards a safe environment for all of our students. Please read all product labels to ensure that your 
child is not bringing items to school which contain nuts and traces of nuts. We do have students with 
very serious allergies. If we become aware of students with other life-threatening allergies, we will 
inform our school community and develop an appropriately safe response. 
 
School staff and parents are responsible for creating safe and healthy environments for students.  
This is an additional challenge for schools attended by children with allergies, especially life-
threatening allergies. While it is impossible to create a risk-free environment, school staff and       
parents can take important steps to minimize potentially fatal allergic reactions as there are           
implications for the whole school, not just individual classrooms. It is especially important that      
parents communicate a life-threatening allergy to the school as soon as they are aware of it.  
Please notify the Principal and your child’s teacher, so that we have accurate records and establish 
the protocol to follow with your child. 

PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION 

Playground supervision begins at 8:20 a.m. Students are supervised outside during morning and 

lunch recesses and after school during bus departure. If you are picking up your child(ren), please 

arrange to meet him/her/them at their proper dismissal door. Please try to avoid picking up your 

child early. If you must, please check-in at the office and we will call your child(ren) from class. 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwifkoCO65LPAhWD7iYKHWMHCKIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gograph.com%2Fvector-clip-art%2Fsoles.html&bvm=bv.133053837,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGb_x4Rfw0CpgwWRCv1OGG1_KJL5Q&ust=
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September 1   EID-UL-ADHA 

September 5   First day of classes 

September 11  MADD Presentation for Grade 7 and 8 students 

September 12  Intermediate and Junior Safe Schools Assemblies 

September 14  Terry Fox Kickoff Assembly 

September 21, 22  ROSH HASHANAH 

September 25  P.A. Day (no school for students) 

September 27  School Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

September 28  Terry Fox Run/Walk Day 

September 28  Me To We Day 

September 28  Meet the Staff BBQ and Curriculum Night 

September 29  Area East (South) Cross Country Meet 

September 30  YOM KIPPUR 

 

UPCOMING DATES /EVENTS (Please check our school website for regular Calendar updates) 

MEET THE STAFF BBQ AND CURRICULUM NIGHT 

Our School Council will be hosting the Meet the Staff BBQ from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Barbeque will be   

supplied by M&M Meats. You must pre-order and pay through School Cash Online no later than Thursday, 

September 21, 2017. Please note there are no refunds. 

 

Options and Prices: 

1. Hot Dog and Drink Meal - $6.70 

2. Hamburger and Drink Meal - $6.70 

3. Veggie Burger and Drink Meal - $6.70 

4. Breaded Chicken Breast and Drink Meal - $7.75 

At 6:30 p.m., parents/guardians will be invited to visit classrooms for the Curriculum Night portion of the 

evening, meeting the staff and receiving classroom and curriculum information. Teachers will be presenting/

sharing information twice to allow for sibling visits.  

Presentation One: 6:30 p.m. to 6:50 p.m. 

Presentation Two: 6:55 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. 

Open House 7:15 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.: Parents will have the opportunity to meet other rotary teachers and staff 

Special Note:  The Intermediate Division Presentations (grades 7 and 8) will be held in the Gym with the   

Intermediate Teachers, Mrs. Waldman (Librarian) and Ms. McLachlan (Intermediate SERT). 

Special Education: Ms. Majoros (Room 115)  English as a Second Language: Ms. Politis (Room 224) 

French: Mme Asante (Room 209)  

We hope that parents/guardians also visit our school library, located on the second floor. School Council 

members can be identified by a name tag; please feel free to approach them and ask any questions you may 

have should you see them outside or in the halls. 

Please remember this is an evening to receive information about our school’s curricular programs and meet 

your child’s teachers. There will not be time for teachers to provide specific comments about your child’s  

progress thus far in the school year. 


